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1496 geolocated incidents and accidents since 1897 



Maximum attention vs Number of deaths
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On average 
a European death receives 26 times 
more attention than an African death
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Dynamics of Attention
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1850-1909
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Dynamics of Attention
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half-life ~ 4-5 days 



How do current events remind us of the past events?
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Flow of attention from a current event to a past event
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46,732 pairs of events
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Dependence of flow on different features
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Dependence of flow on different features
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Dependence of flow on different features

role of hyperlinks?
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Dependence of flow on different features
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Dependence of flow on different features

pairs without a hyperlink
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Dependence of flow on different features

α=1.23
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Modelling the flow

flow to the past event
views of the current event

prior attention to the past event 

coupling features

R=0.59
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Modelling the flow

flow to the past event
views of the current event

prior attention to the past event 

coupling features

The sum of all the triggered attention to the past events is 
on average 140% of the attention to the current event.

R=0.59
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The Bigger Picture

● The level of attention is complex!
● The dynamics of attention is complex!
● We have a short attention span
● The attention span and decay rate are independent of the impact

However

● We have a long term memory
● It is possible to predict memory patterns

● Role of the digital?
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