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2. Operationalisation

In order to investigate the relationship between integration and identity, both concepts
need to be operationalised. The independent variable, European Integration, is
measured through the EU-Index. The index was originally developed by König and Ohr
(2013), covering the time period of 1999 to 2012 and comprising four clusters: Single
Market; market homogeneity; market symmetry; and institutional conformity indicators.
For this research the index was complemented retrogressively from 1992 to 2012, using
a principal component analysis for the weighting of each cluster. The resulting data show
that European integration does not necessarily increase uniformly over time:

The dependent variable, European identity, is captured by the Eurobarometer question:
“In the near future, do you see yourself as (1) [nationality] only (2) [nationality] and
European (3) European and [nationality] or (4) European only”; which was taken to form
a measure of 1 to 4. Unlike other approaches, the measure is not recoded into a binary
variable and the response “don’t know” was coded as a missing value.

4. Discussion & Outlook

The results show that populations can be affected differently from the political systems
within which they act. This model gains increasing relevance due to three factors. First,
the three realms necessary for an imagined community according to Anderson (1991)
can all be traced to transnational levels today. This would give further importance to the
idea of a transnational identity. Second, these identities become of increasing
importance in the 21st Century, which according to Moisi (2009) is the century of
identity, because citizens interact with a larger number of ‘others’ in a globalising world,

leading to more defined forms of the self. Finally, such a transnational identity could
then yield a competitive advantage over alternative forms of identification and the
resulting organisation, as Spruyt (1996) outlines in his studies.

Before delving into future political models and systems, however, a more detailed and
thorough measure of identity is needed in order to predict the relationship between
integration and identity more accurately.
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1. Relevance

The grand theories on European integration might diverge on many issues, but they all
share the idea that near the end of the integrative process a collective European identity
should emerge as an outcome. This cross-theoretical congruence is not truly a traditional
research ‘problem’ or ‘puzzle’ as such, since there is neither a real contradiction nor a
missing piece. Much rather, it presents a research opportunity; because as European
integration progresses, the more likely it is that one should find a European identity.
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And, in the case of Europe, regional integration has progressed considerably. Looking
at the evidence above, Börzel (2005) states one could “argue that the functional
imperatives for an EU’s task expansion into the last resorts of high politics are in place”
(p. 230). This makes the question of identity particularly relevant to all integration
theories today. Neofunctionalism is picked, however, since Haas (1958) predicts that
one could measure how far a country has integrated by capturing how much its
population identifies with Europe (p.16). This yields the hypothesis that European
integration and identity are directly positively correlated.

way and was subsequently discarded from the analysis. Nonetheless, the thirteen
countries above show that there are significant cultural differences in how citizens’
identity adjusts to integration. Whereas in the mirror countries’ respondents seem to
nearly counteract further integration, projected countries only moderately show this

3. Results

Having determined a measure for both variables, we can plot the data over time. As a
result two groups are found: (1) mirror countries that show a symmetric deviation
between the two variables along the Ordinary Least Squares (OLS) slope, and (2)
projected countries that display the features of a linear correlation as predicted by the
theory.

3.1. Mirror Countries

The results were tested
using Pearson correlations
and their robustness was
checked with individual
autoregressive integrated
moving average (ARIMA)
models. Italy did not show
sufficient effects in either

3.2. Projected Countries

effect at very high levels of integration. Otherwise, they closely follow the
neofunctionalists hypothesis that integration and identity are positively correlated. Yet, a
more complete and coherent measure of identity is needed to allow for further and
deeper analysis.

Table 1: EU Index 1992-2012
BE DE NL AU PR SE UK

1995 68,49 57,53 69,35 64,56 64,36 62,36 49,65

1996 68,42 62,19 67,43 66,29 65,85 65,46 54,83

1997 68,60 62,69 68,17 70,63 66,51 66,02 54,56

1998 67,32 61,51 61,71 65,56 57,54 65,24 52,61

1999 71,32 66,08 65,36 68,90 66,57 65,68 52,51

2000 77,56 73,09 73,55 73,73 66,11 63,97 57,10

2001 78,83 73,09 71,66 71,53 64,70 66,63 61,67

2002 77,63 73,76 75,38 71,92 69,47 66,26 62,38

2003 80,46 73,54 73,63 72,71 68,50 66,66 56,21

2004 79,15 71,37 74,66 69,58 65,78 64,92 58,61

2005 76,72 67,65 73,36 69,28 63,70 64,12 55,99

Note that only parts of the data are displayed here. For a full list of countries from 1992-2012, please, contact the author.
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