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About Cologne
Cologne is centrally located in the west of the Federal Republic of 
Germany and right in the heart of Europe. Founded more than 2000 
years ago, Cologne is one of Europe’s oldest cities. With more than 
one million inhabitants it is Germany‘s fourth largest city. People 
from 181 countries with more than 250 cultural backgrounds add to 
an open and multicultural atmosphere.

Cologne hosts thirteen public and private universities. Its around 
100.000 students make it one of the most populous and also popular 
university towns in Germany.

36 museums, more than 120 art galleries, 200 music ensembles, 60 
theaters and numerous international festivals make Cologne one of 
Europe‘s leading cities for art and culture. The Roman heritage, a 
captivating array of 12 Roman churches, the Cologne Cathedral, a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site, and many other historic sites hold 
something for every taste ... and of course the “Kölsch” both idiom 
and local brew complete what the city is most proud of: 
Cologne is a feeling!

More information is available from the Cologne tourist office.

www.cologne-tourism.com

Accommodation
Summer school participants need to take care of their accommoda-
tion themselves – requirements are too diverse for us to make central 
bookings. Please make your reservation as soon as possible as Colog-
ne tends to be very well booked all over the year. Especially severe is 
the situation during trade fairs (see http://www.koelnmesse.com), 
when considerably higher rates will be charged at almost all hotels.

How to reach Cologne
There are multiple ways to get to Cologne. There are very good 
connections by plane (Cologne-Bonn or Düsseldorf Airport), train, or 
bus.  Please refer to our website for further travel and accommodati-
on information.

http://www.gesis.org/en/institute/address-journey/location-cologne

Plenary Program
Our Plenary Program consists of Introductory Meetings on Mondays 
(8, 15, and 22 August) and Expert Talks on Thursdays (11, 18, and 25 
August).

The Introductory Meetings are your chance to get to know the Sum-
mer School team and the lecturers as well as to learn about some 
interesting (survey methodology related) projects at GESIS. The      
Evening Talks will be covering various issues in the area of survey 
methodology.

Some of the talks from previous years can be found on our Youtube 
channel. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/GESIStv

Social and Cultural Events 

It is greatly important to us that participants can meet outside the 
seminar rooms to have a good time and find new research collabora-
tors and, indeed, friends. Therefore, in addition to the academically 
rigorous program, we offer some social events to give you the chance 
to get in contact with other participants, the lecturers and the staff.

Weekly welcome receptions will take place on Mondays (August 
8, 15, and 22) and the end-of-the-week parties on Thursdays 
(August 11, 18, and 25) always at 20:00. There will be drinks, snacks,
music and good company. If the weather is fine, these events will take 
place on the GESIS roof terrace with a view of the cathedral. 

On Saturdays (August 6, 13 and 20), participants are invited to take 
part in cultural activities or trips. 

Certificates of Attendance
Both short course and one-week course participants will receive a 
certificate of attendance at the end of their stay, provided they have 
not missed more than 20% of the course.

Email:                     summerschool@gesis.org

Website:                www.gesis.org/summerschool

Facebook page:    www.facebook.com/GESISSummerSchool
  

Contact Details

Address:                GESIS - Leibniz Institute for the Social Sciences
                               Unter Sachsenhausen 6-8
                               50667 Köln
                               Germany

the

New research methods training events organized by or in cooperati-
on with GESIS are announced approximately every two months via 
our newsletter. If you would like to be kept informed about our pro-
gram, please sign up for the mailing list here: 

http://www.gesis.org/en/events/training-courses-newsletter

Newsletter Supported by:

Sponsors:

the

ECTS Points
Participants completing a one-week course have the opportunity to 
gain European Credit Transfer System (ECTS) points from the Gradu-
ate School of Economic and Social Sciences at the University of 
Mannheim. When registering for the Summer School, you have three 
options to choose from:

•  No ECTS points required (certificate of attendance is sufficient).

•  2 points can be gained for regular attendance and satisfactory  
     work on daily assignments in a one-week course.

•  4 points can be gained for regular attendance and satisfactory   
 work on daily assignments and, once you have agreed with your  
 lecturers on a topic, by submitting a paper/report of about 5000  
 words to the lecturers up to 4 weeks after the end of the                                
 Summer School.

Applicants are advised to contact their home institution to enquire 
about the recognition of ECTS points from the University of Mann-
heim. 

Center for Doctoral Studies in Social and Behavioral Sciences (CDSS)
Graduate School of Econmic & Social Sciences (GESS)
University of Mannheim

Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst e. V.
Kennedyallee 50 
D-53175 Bonn

infas 
Institut für angewandte 
Sozialwissenschaft GmbH
Friedrich-Wilhelm-Str. 18
D-53113 Bonn

TNS Infratest 
Sozialforschung 
Landsberger Straße 284
D-80687 München

GfK Verein 
Nordwestring 101
D-90419 Nürnberg
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GESIS Summer School in Survey Methodology

The 5th GESIS Summer School in Survey Methodology will take place 04-26 August 2016. Every August since 2012, instructors and 
participants from all over the world and from many different fields come to Cologne to take part in Europe‘s largest summer school 
in survey methodology and data collection.

Objectives
The GESIS Summer School in Survey Methodology offers high quality training in state of the art techniques and methods of survey 
research. It aims to:

     •  give a broad overview of survey methods;
     •  equip participants with essential skills in the design, planning, execution, documentation and quality assurance of surveys;
     •  provide an opportunity to deeply engage with different tasks of survey design and implementation (such as questi-
 onnaire design, sampling, nonresponse and fieldwork monitoring), different survey modes (such as personal interviews, web 
 surveys, and mixed-mode), and research designs involving surveys (such as mixed methods, factorial surveys, longitudinal 
 surveys and cross-national surveys);
     •  provide participants with good networking opportunities, a supportive social environment, and an exciting time in Cologne.

Target Audience
The Summer School is designed for advanced graduate and PhD students, post-docs, junior researchers, as well as survey professi-
onals from all relevant fields, who:

     •  are interested in improving their general knowledge and skills in survey methodology;
     • are planning to run their own survey or are working for a large-scale survey project;
     • want to update their methodological expertise in some specific area of survey methodology; 
     • wish to engage in methodological research;
     • want to better understand processes of data collection and learn how to assess data quality.

Summer School Prerequisites
In addition to the prerequisites mentioned in the syllabi of the courses, all Summer School participants are expected to meet the 
following general criteria:

     • have basic knowledge of empirical research methods;
     • have a good command of English, as the Summer School will entirely be held in English.

Summer School Scholarships
Summer School participants who do not hold German citizenship 
and who either live outside of Germany or have been living in 
Germany for no more than 6 months until now can apply via the 
Graduate School of Economic and Social Sciences at the University
of Mannheim for one of 10 available scholarships funded by the 
German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD). Participants registered
only for a short course will not be considered for scholarships. 
Scholarships are calculated on the basis of the following rates:

•  A flat rate allowance of accommodation expenses of 250 EUR per 
 week up to a maximum of 750 EUR, i.e., for all three weeks of the 
 summer school.

•  A flat rate allowance of travel expenses depending on the country 
 from which the participant travels to the Summer School.

•  Course fees up to a maximum of 500 EUR.

Scholarships will be transferred to the participant’s bank account 
upon successful participation in the Summer School. No money 
will be transferred before the Summer School; scholarships 
are meant to be a reimbursement of the above mentioned costs. 
For more information visit our website.

www.gesis.org/summerschool

Participation Fees and Registration
The Summer School provides reduced rates for participants from aca-
demic institutions (including the public and non-profit sector) and 
gives a further reduction to students (including PhD students).

For information concerning payment modalities please refer to our 
website.

*You are eligible for the early bird rate, if you book and pay for a 
course by April 30.

Please do not forget to upload your proof of status in the respective 
field in the online registration form. Travel costs, accommodation 
and meals are not included. Please make your own arrangements.

If a course you would like to register for is already fully booked, you 
can register for another course you are interested in and/or register 
for a place on the waiting list of the fully-booked course. We will 
contact you once a place becomes available.

Course Structure
Short courses are two-day courses aimed at updating participants’ 
skills to better fulfill the entrance requirements of some one-week 
courses or at providing instruction in a specialized area. Short cour-
ses consist of about 6 hours of instruction per day.

One-week courses consist of 4 hours of in-class instruction a day, 
either in the morning (9:00-13:00) or in the afternoon (14:00-
18:00). Outside of these hours, participants are expected to take part 
in guided individual or group study time for around 2 hours per day 
(details for each course are provided in the course descriptions). In 
addition to lectures, each course has hands-on sessions and provides 
opportunities for individual consultations.

Given the workload of both in-class instruction and study time, par-
ticipants can register only for one course per week. To ensure high 
course quality, the number of places on each course is limited to 
20-25 participants. We therefore recommend early registration.

On the 1st of July, participants will receive access to our learning 
platform ILIAS, which will help us to distribute teaching materials
as well as to foster communication among the Summer School par-
ticipants and lecturers.

Short courses     

One-week courses            
(early bird rate*) 

One week courses           
(normal rate) 

2 ECTS points

4 ECTS points

Student 
rate

Academic/
non-profit rate

Commercial 
rate

€ 100                     € 140                     € 280

€ 200                     € 300                     € 650   
 

€ 250                     € 350                     € 700
 

€ 20                       € 20                       € 20

€ 50                       € 50                       € 50

Summer School Program 2016 (August 4-26)

Week 1 (August 8-12)

Course 1: Introduction to Survey Design
(Prof. Peter Lugtig, PhD; Ulrich Krieger)

Course 2: Introduction to Structural Equation Modeling 
Framework: Confirmatory Factor Analysis with Mplus
(Prof. Dr. Jost Reinecke; Georg Kessler)

Course 3: Introduction to Data Analysis Using R
(Dr. Hans Walter Steinhauer; Ariane Würbach)

Course 4: Introduction to Web Surveys
(Asst. Prof. Katja Lozar Manfreda, PhD; Dr. Nejc Berzelak , PhD)

Course 5: Mixed-Mode and Mixed-Device Surveys
(Asst. Prof. Vera Toepoel; Prof. Dr. Edith de Leeuw; 
Dr. Thomas Klausch)

Course 6: Factorial Survey Designs
(Prof. Dr. Katrin Auspurg; Dr. Carsten Sauer)

Week 0 (August 4-5)  

Short Course A: Introduction to Research Data Management
(Dr. Sebastian Netscher; Dr. Jonas Recker)

Short Course B: Introduction to Data Analysis Using Mplus
(Dr. Carl Berning)

Short Course C: Research Designs and Causal Inference
(Prof. Dr. Stefanie Eifler; Heinz Leitgöb)

Short Course D: Introduction to Data Analysis Using Stata
(Sven-Oliver Spieß)

Week 2 (August 15-19)

Course 7: Web Survey Instrument Design
(Prof. Mick P. Couper, PhD; Dr. Frederik Funke)

Course 8: Understanding and Modeling Measurement Error
in Social Surveys
(Prof. em. Dr. Jaak Billiet; Prof. Melanie Revilla, PhD)

Course 9: Testing and Evaluating Survey Questions
(Aaron Maitland, PhD; Ting Yan, PhD)

Course 10: Item Nonresponse and Multiple Imputation
(Dr. Florian Meinfelder; Prof. Dr. Susanne Rässler)

Course 11: Design and Implementation of Longitudinal Surveys
(Dr. Tarek Al Baghal; Dr. Alexandru Cernat)

Course 12: Questionnaire Design
(Prof. Dr. Marek Fuchs; Dr. Tanja Kunz)

Week 3 (August 22-26)

Course 13: Sensitive Questions in Surveys
(Dr. Ivar Krumpal; Dr. Felix Wolter)

Course 14: Planning and Monitoring Survey Fieldwork: 
Balancing Survey Errors
(Dr. Remco Freskens; Dr. Joost Kappelhof)

Course 15: Mathematical Tools for Social Scientists
(Prof. Dr. Martin Elff)

Course 16: Testing Survey Data for Measurement Equivalence
across Countries and Time
(Prof. Dr. Eldad Davidov; Prof. em. Dr. Peter Schmidt; 
Dr. Daniel Seddig)

Course 17: Sampling, Weighting, and Estimation
(Stephanie Eckman, PhD)

www.gesis.org/summerschool

