Historical Social Research ‐ Historische Sozialforschung (HSR)
Guidelines for authors
Historical Social Research ‐ Historische Sozialforschung (HSR) is an international bilingual journal
for the application of formal methods to history and was founded in 1976. The application of
formal methods to history covers from quantitative and computer‐assisted qualitative social
research, historical sociology and social scientific history up to cliometrical research and historical
information science. In a broader sense the field Historical Social Research can be described as an
inter‐/ transdisciplinary paradigm. Four HSR‐issues plus one supplement are published every year.
Historical Social Research ‐ Historische Sozialforschung (HSR) is a bilingual journal (English and
German), but substantial articles should be in English language to foster international
communication. HSR is accepting manuscripts for reviewing and publication only under the
condition that the manuscripts have not been published elsewhere and are not submitted to
other journals simultaneously. The manuscripts should be submitted by e‐mail to hsr@gesis.org .
Guidelines for manuscripts
Scripts are welcome – both in German and English language. Please, hand in your contribution as
word‐file and as printed original for controlling with preferably little own formatting.
• Author: Every article has the author’s complete address of communication attached.
• Abstract: Articles longer than six pages are to be prefaced by an English abstract outlining
shortly the article’s content and composition. The abstract’s length should not exceed 150 words.
If possible please provide a German version of the abstract.
• Formatting: The continuous text should be in 9.5 point Times (or Times New Roman) with the
exact line pitch of 11.5 pt. Footnotes should be in 8 point Times (or Times New Roman).
• Keywords: Articles longer than six pages have English keywords and – if possible – German
keywords.
• Language: German or English
• Tables and graphics: When compiling tables and graphics it should be considered that the type
area is 10,7 cm (width) x 17,1 cm (height). Tables and graphics are to be submitted in black‐and‐
white‐quality. Graphics are to be provided as tiff files, the resolution must be at least 300 dpi.
• Bibliographical references: Due to the coverage of all HSR articles in the Social Science Citation
Index (Thomson Scientific), JSTOR (ITHAKA), SCOPUS (Elsevier) and SocINDEX (EBSCO) a consistent
citation and reference is necessary. The bibliographical references at the end of the text and the
in‐text citations should follow the Chicago Citation Style and are to be compiled as follows:
In‐text citation:
Book: (Doniger 1999, 65)
Journal article: (Smith 1998, 639)

Bibliographical references:
Book, one author:
Doniger, Wendy. 1999. Splitting the difference. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
Book, two authors:
Cowlishaw, Guy, and Robin Dunbar. 2000. Primate conservation biology. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
Capter of a book:
Wiese, Andrew. 2006. “The house I live in”: Race, class, and African American suburban dreams in the postwar United
States. In The new suburban history, ed. Kevin M. Kruse and Thomas J. Sugrue, 99–119. Chicago: University of Chicago
Press.
Preface
Rieger, James. 1982. Introduction to Frankenstein; or, The modern Prometheus, by Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley, xi–
xxxvii. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
Book, electr.:
Kurland, Philip B., and Ralph Lerner, eds. 1987. The founders’ Constitution. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
http://press‐pubs.uchicago.edu/founders/.
Article, Print:
Smith, John Maynard. 1998. The origin of altruism. Nature 393: 639–40.
Artikel, online
Hlatky, Mark A., Derek Boothroyd, Eric Vittinghoff, Penny Sharp, and Mary A. Whooley. 2002. Quality‐of‐life and
depressive symptoms in postmenopausal women after receiving hormone therapy: Results from the Heart and
Estrogen/Progestin Replacement Study (HERS) trial. Journal of the American Medical Association 287, no. 5 (February
6), http://jama.ama‐assn.org/issues/v287n5/rfull/joc10108.html#aainfo (accessed January 7, 2004).
Magazine:
Martin, Steve. 2002. Sports‐interview shocker. New Yorker, May 6.
Newspaper:
Niederkorn, William S. 2002. A scholar recants on his “Shakespeare” discovery. New York Times, June 20, Arts section,
Midwest edition.
Dissertation:
Amundin, M. 1991. Click repetition rate patterns in communicative sounds from the harbour porpoise, Phocoena
phocoena. PhD diss., Stockholm University.
Conference Paper:
Doyle, Brian. 2002. Howling like dogs: Metaphorical language in Psalm 59. Paper presented at the annual international
meeting for the Society of Biblical Literature,June 19–22, in Berlin, Germany.
Website:
Evanston Public Library Board of Trustees. Evanston Public Library strategic plan, 2000–2010: A decade of outreach.
Evanston Public Library. http://www.epl.org/library/strategic‐plan‐00.html.

Author rights
Due to the complex international legal situation and the associated legal and administrational
efforts no explicit editorial contracts are made with the authors – which is also eased by the fact
that neither the authors nor the individual editors are paid by the publishing house GESIS/HSR. As
it is common in many international journals, the authors receive before delivering their article in
the “information for the authors” a note to the “copyright” which settles the relationship
between the publishing house and the author.

1. Upon submitting a contribution, the HSR editors have the right, after a successful peer review,
to publish it. After the contribution appears in HSR, it is still possible to publish it elsewhere
after the consent of the HSR editors and with reference to the place of the first publication.
2. The contributions submitted should be original ones. They should not have been published or
submitted for publishing at any other point in time in a similar form or with generally the same
content.
3. It is the responsibility of the author, not of HSR, to obtain permission to use any previously
published and/or copyrighted material (e.g. photos).
4. The special editors receive as a service of the GESIS/HSR a certain amount of free copies of the
entire HSR (at the moment authors can receive 5 to 10 free copies; and special editors up to 40
free copies) as well as the PDF‐file of the particular article (by author) or the entire HSR Special
Issue (editors) for private and academic use.
5. Reprints of contributions already published elsewhere are only accepted if (a) it appeals to the
interests of the HSR readers and it has not already reached a wide audience and if (b) it is
assured that the copyright owner allows the reprint (in the case the submitting person is not
the copyright owner). If these conditions are fulfilled, HSR may accept reprints, which will be
published with reference to the place of the first publication.
6. HSR has the right to publish any contribution e.g. on CD‐ROM or for selected print editions at
any time in the future. In that case, the respective authors will be informed. Authors will also
be notified, if other publishers ask for reprints of contributions, originally published in HSR.
7. HSR has also the right to provide the articles for the informational coverage and digital
archiving in the INTERNET by the corresponding information‐ and documentation services and
online data bases (HSR‐RETRO, JSTOR, Socindex‐With‐Full‐Text, SSOAR etc.) and it can transfer
a limited user right to these service providers for each document. The authors and individual
editors are to be informed about the legal situation already at the beginning of their
production process.
Our address:
GESIS – Leibniz‐Institute for the Social Sciences
editorial team “Historical Social Research / Historische Sozialforschung” (HSR)
Unter Sachsenhausen 6‐8
50667 Cologne
Germany
Phone +49 (0) 221 476 94‐141 or ‐164
Fax +49 (0) 221 476 94‐199
E‐mail: hsr@gesis.org
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